
 

 

 
NEXT CLUB MEETING: 

Tuesday,   
            December 13, 2011 6PM 

Coach n Four, Crestview 
 

 
 

COMING EVENTS:  
 

- December 13
th

: Christmas Banquet. 

- Club Officer Elections: During Christmas 

Party  

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Member(s) 

 
 

2011 Club Officers: 
President:  Mike Holderness - 398 - 8571 
Vice President:  Pam Cortner -243 - 8571 
Secretary:  Ron Van Putte - 243-0207 
Treasurer:  Chuck Retherford - 862 - 8934 
Member at Large:  Mark Owens ï 682 - 8994 
Contest Coord:  Ron Van Putte - 243-0207 
Glider Coord:  Craig Deyerle ï 897 - 3808 
BEAM Editor:   

 

 

 

  

 

Hello Eglin AeroModellers, 

 

   Happy Holidays everyone.  I hope everyone survived Black 

Friday shopping.  Novemberôs weather has offered days of 

great flying and days of challenges.  I personally think it is 

better to wait for good weather then rebuild another aircraft.   

 

  At the November club meeting, there was a lively discussion 

about 3D flying with the large aircraft and helicopters.  The 

dialog revolved around the proximity of the runway and the 

pits area.  Although my position is that as long as the flying 

takes place over the runway and on the correct side of the 

safety line, there is not much action the EAM board can take.    

On the other hand, we (EAM Board) cannot overlook the 

concerns of those who feel anxious about this type of flying.   

   

This issue will need to be address by next yearôs Club Officers.  

In the interim, I will ask that 3D flying take place at the ends of 

the runway away from the shelter areas.  Please donôt read to 

much into this request.  By no means am I saying that this type 

of flying is unsafe or out-of-control.  But we must respect all 

club members.  I believe that if the 3D flying is flown at the 

ends of the runway, it will give the 2012 Club Officers time to 

address the issue.  

 

  I want to thank all the members that directed events, provided 

labor to keep the field clean, and helped out where they could.  

We held fun fly events, glider events, field clean-ups, and a 

pattern contest.  Successful club events are the culmination of 

hard work by several members with one goal: enjoying RC 

flying.  Although this year offered different challenges (field 

power) there was plenty of great flying, plenty of fun, and 

above all, plenty of great friendship. 

 

I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year. 

 

 Remember, SAFETY is everyone responsibility. 

 

Mike 

 

 

December 2011 
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   Budget Report   
By: Chuck Retherford   

 

 

To receive a detailed account of the budget, you must be 

present at the monthly club meeting. The BEAM will only 

publish the top level information printed here.        

 

CK. Acct. BAL:  $4,126.70 

Reserve included in current balance= $1500.00 

   

 

       

 

  
Minutes of the November 2011 meeting  
 

     

        The meeting was called to order at 7:01 P.M. by the 

president, Mike Holderness, with 32 present. 

   

  Guests (Keith Stevens, Andrew Reed and Doug Reed) 

introduced themselves. 

     

The minutes of the October meeting were approved as 

published on the club web site. 

    

 The treasury contains $2662.70 in expendable funds.  The 

financial report was approved as presented. 

  

  The flying field power outage was discussed.  Mike and Rob 

Campbell will coordinate with Site C-3 personnel to get the 

power back on. 

  

   Keith Stevens will be the new web site manager for the club.  

He discussed his plans for the web site. 

  

   Doug Reed volunteered to be the new BEAM editor. 

    

 The results of the Great Pumpkin Fun Fly were presented. 

    

 Pam Cortner discussed plans for the Christmas Banquet/Party.  

It was moved, seconded and passed to spend $300 ($150 each 

for the two hobby shops: Hobby Central and Shalimar 

Hobbies) for the "brown bag" gifts. 

   

  Cliff Nunnery's hobby items will be taken to the Perry swap 

meet next March and the proceeds will be contributed to the 

Wounded Warrior Project. 

     

The election committee consisting of Frank Perkins, Houston 

Schweitzer and Cody Powell presented the following list of 

nominees for 2012 club officers:         

            President            Rob Campbell 

            Vice President        Mark Owens and John Palm  

            Secretary            Ron Van Putte 

            Treasurer            Mike Holderness 

            Member at Large        Craig Deyerle 

 

Absentee ballots should be sent to either Frank Perkins or 

Houston Schweitzer. 

   

  It was moved, seconded and approved to have the Valparaiso 

Library Meeting Room as the club meeting site in 2012. 

   

  3D aircraft/helicopter flying was extensively discussed.  No 

decision was made to modify flying field flying rules, however, 

the club board of directors will consider what to do regarding 

some club members being uncomfortable during some 3D 

aircraft/helicopter flying, even though the flying conforms with 

club flying field rules. 

    

 The unfortunate disposal of a recovered lost aircraft was 

discussed. 

    

 Mark Pfeiffer reported on the Jet Rally at Holley OLF on 

11th/12th/13th. 

  

   Model of the Month contributors were Mike Plummer and 

Cody Powell.  Cody won. 

   

  There were no SAD patch nominees. 

   

 The meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M. 

 

            Ron Van Putte, Secretary 
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 Model of the Month November 2011 

 
    Model of the month winner for November was 

Cody Powell with his electric Piper Cub.  

 

 
 
Photo submitted by Frank Perkins 

 

 
 

 

 Editorôs Corner  
 

Doug Reed volunteered as BEAM editor.  

Unfortunately, Dougôs health has taken a 

down turn and he has had to decline the 

position.  We all wish him well and hope 

that he feels better soon.  
 

 

 

First Aid Kit Location:  

 

The first aid kit with snake bite kit is in the building 

inside the door on the right. 

  

 

 

Door Prize for Meeting Attendees 

 
 The next quarterly door prize will be awarded 

belatedly at the December meeting.  The door prize will  

be $100.00.  You will need to be present at the meeting to 

win the prize.  You will get one chance for each meeting 

you attend in July, Aug, and Sept. 

 

 
 

Web site for District V vice president 
http://amadistrict-v.org/ 

 

 

 

Donôt get out of your car between the gate and the flying 

field.  Donôt go north to get an airplane without notifying 

the site personnel. 

 

 

Membership for Year 2012  
To renew membership for the year 2012, you will need 

your new 2012 AMA card.  Dues are $25.00.  AFTER the 

1st of March RENEWALS are $30.00 ($5.00 penalty for 

late renewals and you may not fly at the club site after 

December 31 2011 until your dues are paid.  Mail either 

your new 2012 AMA Card or a copy to Eglin Aero 

Modelers, Chuck Retherford, 103 Marimba Street, Mary 

Esther, Fl., 32569, OR make your renewals in person at 

Shalimar Hobbies. Proof of new AMA membership must 

be shown.  Also, check or confirm your addresses, both 

postal and e-mail, and phone numbers when renewing.  

An EGLIN 2012 sticker will be attached to your AMA 

Card.  If renewing by mail, be sure to indicate the address 

to which the sticker will be mailed.  A SASE will save 

the club money.  You can also join or renew at Club 

Meetings.  

 

 

http://amadistrict-v.org/
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November and December Glider 

Social results 
 

November 6, 2011 Don Hollfelder Memorial 

Sunday Glider Social 
 

The forecast was 11 to 15 mph wind from the north-northeast, 

with scattered cloud going to overcast by noon. We had 

scattered to broken cloud, but the winds abated to just under 10 

mph by the middle of the third round. It was lovely by the end 

of the social. Twelve pilots braved the wind and cool air at the 

start of the event. Jerry Baxter staked out his winch to the 

northeast and we launched from the southwest corner of the 

field.  

 

Lance Ropke started off and tried air to the north and east. It 

was quite cool and the wind was 11 to 14 mph. Lance found 

little that was pleasing. Jerry Baxter launched next and went 

south (Jerry can penetrate), west, then back east and finally 

circled over the field to get the best time of the round. Mark 

Owens sent his modified Gentle Lady, with elliptical wing and 

spoilers to the northeast and did OK. Craig Deyerle went to the 

same location and fell just short of 5 minutes. Alas, Craig could 

not find the landing tape all day, despite the best efforts of his 

timer, Jim Hartley.  

 

Things changed in the second round. It began to warm up and 

the wind backed off a bit to about 10 mph. Lance, Jerry Jim, 

and Mark all maxed, starting out to the northeast and then 

flying about high over the field. Joe Foster and Bob Halverson 

tried to follow, but could not hook up. Craig tried the northeast 

as well, but the lift was light and fragmented. He finally 

worked light lift over the field for the last two minutes at 

heights of only 50 to 100 feet above the ground for just shy of 6 

minutes. Buddy did the same. Don Richmond maxed by flying 

west and working the lift from the runway.  

 

When Lance launched in the third round he found a small 

thermal, drifted downwind with it, then worked northward to 

the west of the field, again working the light lift from the 

runway. Jerry worked south for over four minutes. Then the 

bottom fell out. No one found good air until Buddy Bradley 

late in the round, drifting on light air with his Bubble Dancer.  

 

Lance maxed again in the fourth round ï it was getting rather 

routine for him. Jerry found nothing and then the fun began. 

The lift to the northeast returned and Jim, Mark, Bob, Craig, 

Bob Schritter, and Buddy all took note and maxed, flying into 

the now lighter breeze and lifting up and away. After Buddy 

landed the lift went flat for the remainder of the round. 

 

Kudos go out to Cody Powell who had a number of firsts: First 

time flying a , first flights of his new Vista, and first contest. 

He did a great job. Everyone pitched in with advice (perhaps 

too much advice). We helped set up the plane as the day 

progressed, moving the hook back, and after the contest, 

adjusting the incidence of the wing with respect to the tail. We 

hope to see Cody and his glider at the next contest. 

 

A big sigh for Jack Faubel who launched is glider with the 

receiver turned off after the contest. It disappeared drifting with 

the wind, southwest of the field. 

 

A BIG thank you to Pam Cortner for scoring and well as a 

hearty handshake for Jerry Baxter who brought his 

winch/retriever, saving the pilots lots of walking. 

 

Round 1 

 
 

Round 2 & 3 
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Round 4 

 
 

 

 

 

December 4, 2011 Don Hollfelder Memorial 

Sunday Glider Social 
 

The forecast was for overcast skies, high temperature in the 

mid 60s and 8 mph winds from the east going to east-southeast. 

We had broken to overcast cloud, with occasional breaks for 

sunshine, but the easterly winds, which were 10 mph on the 

ground at the start quickly built to steady 11 mph with gusts 

over 18 mph. There were 13 pilots ready to fly. Jerry Baxter 

staked out Buddy Bradleyôs winch to the southeast and we 

started.  

 

We shouldnôt have started. There was carnage. We also had 

winch issues all day. The retriever was slightly out of position 

causing the retrieval line to fall off the spool and get tangled. In 

addition, the winch brake sometimes grabbed and sometimes 

was too loose. We fought tangles all morning. Buddy damaged 

his Gnome during a trial launch and went to his back-up ship. 

Although the winds on the ground were almost reasonable, as 

soon as the aircraft got above the trees the wind was blowing 

hard from the east. With a southeast stake on the turn-around 

we were west of the tree line on the launch. It could be 

perfectly calm at the launch, but just a few feet up the air rolled 

down off the tree line trying to roll the aircraft or causing pop 

offs. Pop offs were dangerous as the wind would immediately 

blow the aircraft onto the rough runway, causing damage. 

 

Lance Ropke started off and found nothing. In fact, the best 

time of the entire first round was Jerryôs 2:33. Landing points 

were king, but difficult as the spot was also downwind of the 

tree line and subject to much turbulence in the gusts. Joe Foster 

popped off on launch and damaged his aircraft when he landed 

on the runway. Bob Halverson had a very high launch, but the 

wing on his Vista folded as he applied elevator for a zoom. 

Bruce Campbell, with a poor launch from Craig Deyerle, 

popped off the line and hit hard on the bank to the west of the 

runway. The fuselage is fine, but the wing center section will 

need repair.  

 

In the second round the carnage continued as the wind velocity 

increased. Mark Owens had the best flight time up to that point 

and was lined up with the landing tape in a lull. Just as he 

approached the end of the tape, about 8 feet high, a gust hit and 

the aircraft rolled right 180 degrees, digging in the wing tip as 

it went over. The wing is repairable. Jack Faubel stepped up to 

the winch and then decided (wisely) to withdraw as a large gust 

hit. Dennis Schlitter damaged his Spirit Elite when it stalled on 

launch (insufficient line tension and not enough toss). It will 

need some TLC to fly again. At this point we took a vote and 

decided to abandon the contest.  

 

A BIG thank you to Pam Cortner for scoring and well as a 

hearty handshake for Jerry Baxter who towed Buddyôs 

winch/retriever from Pensacola 

 

The Pensacola club is holding an all Vista contest on Saturday, 

17 Dec 2011 
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Total Points for Year 

 

 

 

Points: Winner of the monthly contest receives 100 points. 

Others receive points corresponding to where they placed and 

the number of entrants. Example: Four pilots. Points will be 

100, 75, 50, and 25 for places one through four. The system 

rewards participation and doing well when a large number of 

pilots compete. 

 


